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Felix A MEE“’&F@.{E@ receives
NCCdJ humanitarian awara
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CRANSTON — Felix A. Mirando, the
community leader and founder and chair-
man of the board of Imperiai Knife Co. in
Providence, last night received the national
humanitarian a”'ard from the Nationai Con-
ference of -Christians and Jews (NCCJ).

Mirando, 80, was presented the award at
the conference’s 25th apniversary brother-
hood dinner at the Cranston Hilton Inn. -
& About- 500 puests
i were on hand. They in-

3 uonal officials of the
muumv. C\J\ x’-ﬂ -J'D‘
seph Garrahy and Mayor
: James L. Taft Jr. of
Cranston, both of whom
presented .citations. to
the guest of honor; Mayor Vincent A. Cianc
“Jr. of Providence; the Most Rev. Louis E.
Gelineau, bishop of the Roman Cathelic
Diocese of Providence, who gave tha invoca-
tien; and Rabbi Eli A. Bohnen, Rabhi Emeri-
s of Temple Emmanu-El in Providence,
“h; gave the benediction, '
Former 1.5, Sen. Ic'h*‘ O, Pastore was
teastmaster.

The humanitarian award was prﬁsented
the 80-year-old industrisiist in remgm!m of
his 25 years of participation in conferance
activities and for “his cuistanding contribu-
tiens in thb field of human relations in

-7 @ Southeastern New Fngland,"szd Dr. Bavid

Hyatt, national president of the NCCL

cluded meinbers and na-

Felix, as Mirando has always insisted he
be called, was a founder of the NCCJ in this
region in 1853. Four years later, in 1957, he
received the NCCJ's annual brotherhood
award. From 1961 through 1976, Felix was

chairman of the NCCJ's board of directors. .

“Long before it was popular, Felix em-
ployed blacks, saying that ‘people are people
and 1 don’t care where they come from,
what color they are or what beliefs they
have — they're all human beings and | love
them,” Hvatt said.

Hyatt called him a “caring” and “loving
man who has given unselfishly of himself
and his time.

1

The NCEJ president cited the Rhode
- Istander for “inspirational and spiritual guid-

ance to the people of the state as evidenced
by his unseifish civic and philanthropic
service. X )

“For exemplary personal standards in
zhamp‘ming social justice for all citizens.

“For unswerving courage in fostering
sowtions to the prob biems of racial juslice
and inequality.

“For compassion and sensitivity to al
huinan beings and for outstanding initiative
in promoting mutual understanding among
pecpla of all creeds.

“And for integrity, lovaily and comunit-
ment to the goals anrl meals of the NCCJ —
builcing better relationships among persors
of ail religions, races and nationalitics.”
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